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COUNCIL DECISION
of 30 October 1978

adopting joint research programmes and programmes for coordinating agricul-
tural research

(78/902/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Article 43
thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commis-
sion (1),

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia-
ment (2),

Whereas Council Regulation (EEC) No 1728/74 of 27
June 1974 on the coordination of agricultural
research (?), provides for coordination at Community
level of national agricultural research activities, in
order to contribute towards attaining the objectives of
the common agricultural policy;

Whereas Article 5 of Regulation (EEC) No 1728/74
provides that the Council is to decide upon specific
measures for the coordination of national research
activities so as to allow rational organization of means
employed, efficient use of results and the orientation
of such work towards the aims of the common agricul-
tural policy, as well as the implementation of joint
projects designed to second or supplement work
undertaken in the Member States in fields which are
of particular importance to the Community;

Whereas numerous regions of the Community are
lagging behind in development and there are serious
problems, particularly in the Mediterranean regions
and certain less-favoured areas within the meaning of
Council Directive 75/268/EEC of 28 April 1975 on
mountain and hill farming and farming in certain less-
favoured areas (*) ; whereas measures must be taken in
respect of these areas so as to enable better use to be
made of the human resources and to encourage a
general mobilization of all means of increasing a
better return from the land resources, having regard in
particular to its capacity for crop and livestock produc-
tion and the possibility of recycling waste from the
agricultural industry and industries concerned with
primary processing of agricultural products, by
defining crop-growing and livestock-rearing methods
appropriate to the regional context; whereas the pros-
pect of enlargement of the Community makes it more
urgent to study solutions to these problems ; whereas

(1) OJ No C 176, 25. 7. 1978, p. 2.
() O] No C 261, 6. 11. 1978, p. 29.
() O] No L 182, 5. 7. 1974, p. 1.
(*) OJ No L 128, 19. 5. 1975, p. 1.

these measures will contribute by their specific appro-
aches to re-establishing a natural balance guaranteeing
harmonious development between individuals and
their environment ;

Whereas progress in research on the combating of
diseases will help to eliminate major obstacles to the
harmonization of laws and to trade, both within the
Community and with non-member countries, in
animals and livestock products; whereas the lack of a
standard Community method for diagnosing bovine
leucosis constitutes an obstacle to the movement of
breeding cattle; whereas the existence in areas
bordering on the Community of permanent centres of
African swine fever continually threatens Community
pig farms; whereas measures to achieve a standard
method for the diagnosis of bovine leucosis and to
control swine fever outside the territory of the
Community therefore prove necessary; whereas
attempts should also be made to ensure the systematic
elimination of losses among young cattle by deve-
loping methods of controlling perinatal pathology ;

Whereas there is serious economic wastage in the
production of livestock, crop and primary processing
of agricultural products, due to management methods
which have upset the physiological, pathological and
ecological balance ;

Whereas in the Community there is a considerable
deficit in vegetable proteins; whereas it has been
found that fodder and cereals resources are under-uti-
lized as a viable source of animal feed; whereas
certain products could be replaced by the production
of protein-bearing plants; whereas encouraging the
production of fodder, protein-bearing plants, oil-
bearing plants and long-strawed cereals implies
increasing vyield per unit of existing or potential
Community crops ;

Whereas the Community’s financial contribution
should be fixed in this Decision,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:
Article 1

1. The joint research programmes and the
programmes to coordinate research concerning socio-
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structural objectives, the- elimination of obstacles to
trade on intra-Community agricultural markets, the
efficiency of production and alternative products
(increasing market value of fodder production), as
specified in the Annex, are hereby adopted.

2. The programme shall run for five years from 1
January 1979.

3. The Community’s financial contribution to
the implementation of these programmes shall be
18 602 000 European units of account for five years.

The annual appropriations shall be fixed in the frame-
work of the budgetary procedure.

Article 2

Detailed rules for the application of this Decision,
concerning in particular the scientific priorities to be
observed in the joint programmes and the coordina-
tion programmes, the criteria for selecting the
research centres and institutes invited to participate in
the specific measures, and the guidance of the
programmes while they are being carried out, shall be
adopted in accordance with the procedure laid down
in Article 8 of Regulation (EEC) No 1728/74.

The annual allocations and the financial administra-
tion of the appropriations relating to the various

programmes shall be decided in accordance with the
same procedure.

Article 3

The Commission shall ensure the implementation of
the coordination programmes by organizing seminars,
conferences, study visits, exchanges of research
workers and scientific working meetings and by
collecting, analyzing and publishing the results.

Article 4

The Commission shall make an annual report to the
European Parliament and the Council on the results
of the activities carried out under the programmes
covered by this Decision and on the use of the funds
allotted for these measures.

Done at Luxembourg, 30 October 1978.

For the Council
The President
J. ERTL



10. 11. 78 Official Journal of the European Communities No L 316/39

ANNEX

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

A. SOCIO-STRUCTURAL OBJECTIVES
1. Programme for the appropriate use of land and rural development

— Research into the appropriate use of land (agriculture, forestry, pasture).
— Special problems of less-favoured regions :

— forest-pasture systems, balance between forest and pasture having regard to the
opportunities for extensive stock rearing, re-establishing wild life and fire prevention.

— Assessment of methods for the management of land and water resources.
— Measures to protect and maintain land and water resources.
— Regional development and redevelopment plans.

— The relationship between the individual and his environment.

2. Programme on Mediterranean agriculture

— New ways of exploiting agricultural resources in short supply.

— Systematic search for production alternatives so as to develop agriculture and encourage
change to new varieties and types of farming in Mediterranean areas.

— Improving the productivity of existing crops (including permanent pasture).

3. Programme on agricultural waste and the effluent of intensive stock rearing

— Improvement of crops after the spreading of semi-liquid and solid manure and study of the
long-term effects on the environment :

— completion and extension of the mathematical model and associated research so as to
achieve optimum monitoring of the natural regenerative capacity of soils (particularly
long-term effects and trace elements).

— Technological problems posed by spreading semi-liquid manure and its influence on the
environment (atmosphere, soil, water).

— Identification and control of odours produced by spreading semi-liquid manure and stabling
animals.

B. ELIMINATION OF BARRIERS ON THE INTRA-COMMUNITY AGRICULTURAL
MARKETS

4. Programme on animal pathology

— Protection of animals (mainly pigs and cattle) against perinatal diseases, intestinal diseases
and respiratory complaints and study of their economic impact on the management of
undertakings.

— Problems posed by the storage, transport and spreading of semi-liquid and solid manure as
regards the quality of foodstuffs of vegetable and animal origin : study of their impact on
animal and human health (communicable diseases).

— Bovine leucosis : establishment of a harmonized system for controlling this disease so that
animals and meat may move freely on the market.

— African swine fever : establishment of a system for controlling and diagnosing African swine
fever outside the Community so as to prevent contamination within the Community and to
ensure that pigs and pigmeat continue to move freely on the market.
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C. PRODUCUCTION EFFICIENCY

S.

Programme to improve the productivity of Community beef herds

— Interaction between genotype and feeding and management.
— Optimal use of resources in less-favoured regibns.

— Increasing the rate of reproduction of beef herds.

— Increasing carcase and meat quality.

— Impact of effects of stress and rearing conditions on herd productivity.

Programmes on integrated and biological pest control

— Studies for a more rational use of pesticides in the light of better knowledge of pest biology.

— Progressive replacement of chemical pesticides by methods which cause less damage to the

environment and consume less energy.

Programme on ways of improving plant resistance to disease and environmental

pressures

— Genetic improvement of plants for long-term resistance to disease.

— Improved efforts at coordination so as to achieve better use of gene banks.

. Programme on primary processing of agricultural products

— Search for new outlets for surplus products.

— Quality aspects of market produce.

Programme on elm disease

— Pilot effort at coordination on tree disease problems.

D. ALTERNATIVE PRODUCTS (INCREASE OF MARKET VALUE OF

10.

PRODUCTION)

Programme for improved production of vegetable proteins
— Research into improvement of feed and seed legumes.

— Research into improvement of the main oil-bearing crops.
— Research into improvement of fodder grasses.

— Harvesting, treatment and preservation of fodder grasses and legumes.

FODDER



