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COUNCIL DECISION
of 11 September 1979

adopting an energy research and development programme 1979 to 1983

(79/785/EEC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN
COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Economic Community, and in particular Article 235
thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commis-
sion (1),

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia-
ment (2),

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and
Social Committee (%),

Whereas Article 2 of the Treaty assigns to the
Community inter alia the task of promoting
throughout the Community a harmonious develop-
ment of economic activities, a continuous and
balanced expansion and an accelerated raising of the
standard of living ; whereas Article 3 of the Treaty sets
out the activities of the Community to these ends;

Whereas energy research and development is an
important factor in achieving these objectives ;

Whereas the energy research and development
programme adopted by Decision 75/510/EEC (*) has
led to positive results and has opened promising pers-
pectives for the objectives studied ;

Whereas the research and development activities
which form the subject of the present Decision there-
fore seem necessary and constitute an adequate means
for prolonging activities already under way with a view
to attaining certain Community objectives in the
course of the operation of the common market;

Whereas the Council has adopted Regulations (EEC)
No 1302/78 (°)) and (EEC) No 1303/78 (°) on the
granting of financial support for projects to exploit
alternative energy sources and for demonstration
projects in the field of energy saving;

Whereas such a support would only be given to
projects whose industrial and commercial viability had
already been shown by previous studies and research ;

J No C 228, 26. 9. 1978, p. 4.

J No C 39, 12. 2. 1979, p. 57.

J No C 133, 28. 5. 1979, p. 21.
No L 231, 2. 9. 1975, p. I.

o)
o)
o)
o)
O] No L 158, 16. 6. 1978, p. 3.

Whereas the Council adopted the resolution
concerning Community energy policy objectives for
1985 on 17 December 1974 ();

Whereas the Council adopted a resolution on an
initial outline programme of the European Communi-
ties in the field of science and technology on 14
January 1974 (3);

Whereas the Scientific and Technical Research
Committee (CREST) expressed its opinion ;

Whereas the Treaty has not provided the specific
powers necessary for these purposes,

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:
Article 1

An energy research and development programme for
the European Economic Community is hereby
adopted in the form set out in the Annex hereto for a
four-year period starting on 1 July 1979.

Article 2

+

1.  The appropriations necessary for the implementa-
tion of the programme, the amount of which shall be
fixed at 105 million European units of account,
including a complement of 34 staff, shall be entered
in the budget of the European Communities. The
European unit of account is defined in Article 10 of
the Financial Regulation of 21 December 1977 appli-
cable to the general budget of the European Commu-
nities (°).

2. In the light of experience gained in the course of
the execution of this programme and subject to the
prior opinion of the Scientific and Technical
Committec (CREST) and of the competent Advisory
Committees on Programme Management, the
Commission shall be authorized to transfer funds
from one subprogramme to another provided that
such fund transfers do not result in an increase or a
reduction of more than 10 % of the original alloca-
tion to each subprogramme as defined in the Annex.
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Article 3

The Commission shall be responsible for the imple-
mentation of the programme and shall be assisted by
Advisory Committees on Programme Management set
up for this purpose and governed by the rules laid
down in the Council resolution of 18 July 1977 (")
and shall keep the Scientific and Technical Research
Committee (CREST) informed.

Article 4

In 1981 the programme shall be reviewed, particularly
with regard to priorities, and possibly revised in accor-
dance with the appropriate procedure and after consul-
tation of the Advisory Committees on Programme
Management and of the Scientific and Technical
Research Committee (CREST). This revision shall also
take into account the final evaluation of the first
energy research and development programme as well
as the demonstration projects.

(') OJ No C 192, 11. 8. 1977, p. 1.

A report on this review and on the possible revision
shall be drawn up for the European Parliament and
the Council.

Article 5

The information resulting from the implementation
of the programme defined in the Annex shall be
disseminated in accordance with Council Regulation
(EEC) No 2380/74 of 17 September 1974 adopting
provisions, for the dissemination of information,
relating to research programmes for the European
Economic Community (3).

Done at Brussels, 11 September 1979.

For the Council
The President
R.Mc SHARRY
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ANNEX

INDIRECT ACTION

ENERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

The programme comprises the following subprogrammes :

1. Energy conservation

An expenditure of 27 million European units of account is allocated to this subprogramme.

It covers the following sectors :

Sector A: residential and commercial applications,
Sector B : industry,

Sector C: transport,

Sector D : energy transformation,

Sector E: energy storage.

This work will be carried out under contract.

2. Production and utilization of hydrogen

An expenditure of eight million European units of account is allocated to this subprogramme.

It comprises the following projects :

Project A : thermochemical production of hydrogen,
Project B : electrolytic production of hydrogen,
Project C: transportation, storage and utilization of hydrogen.

This work will be carried out under contract.

3. Solar energy
An expenditure of 46 million European units of account is allocated to this subprogramme.

It comprises the following projects :

Project A : solar-energy applications to dwellings,

Profect B: thermomechanical solar-power plants,

Project C: photovoltaic-power generation,

Project D : photochemical, photoelectrochemical and photobiological processes,
Project E : energy from biomass,

Project F: solar-radiation data,

Project G : wind energy,
Project H:  solar energy in agriculture and industry.

This work will be carried out under contract.
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4. Geothermal energy

An expenditure of 18 million European units of account is allocated to this subprogramme.

It comprises the following projects :

Project A :

Project B:
Project C:
Project D:

integrated geological, geophysical and geochemical investigations in selected
areas,

subsurface problems of natural hydrothermal resources,
surface problems related to the use of hydrothermal resources,
hot dry rocks.

This work will be carried out under contract.

5. Energy systems analysis and strategy studies

An expendjture of six million European units of account is allocated to this subprogramme.

It comprises the following actions :

Action 1:

Action 2:
Action 3:

Action 4:

improvement and further development of the medium and long term Commu-
nity energy models,

’ .
development of new concepts for energy systems’ representations,

development of new means for better communication between model builders
and model users,

world energy modelling.

This work will be carried out under contract.




