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II

(Acts whose publication is not obligatory)

COUNCIL

COUNCIL DECISION

of 16 December 1997

concerning the conclusion of the Protocol of Accession of the Principality of
Monaco to the Convention on the Protection of the Alps

(98/118/EC)

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community, and in particular Article 130s(1) thereof, in
conjunction with Article 228(2) and the first subparagraph
of Article 228(3) thereof,

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission ( 1),

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parlia-
ment (2),

Whereas the European Community is a Contracting Party
to the Convention on the Protection of the Alps (Alpine
Convention) (3);

Whereas the protection of the Alps is of great importance
to all Member States owing to the cross-frontier nature of
the environmental, economic and social problems of the
Alpine area;

Whereas the Community took part in negotiations
concerning the Protocol of Accession of the Principality
of Monaco to the Convention on the Protection of the
Alps and signed it on 20 December 1994;

Whereas consent to be bound by the Alpine Convention
also presupposes consent to be bound by the Protocol,
which extends the geographical area to which the
Convention applies;

Whereas the extension of the Alpine Convention to the
Principality of Monaco makes more effective protection of
the Alps throughout the entire Alpine area possible;

Whereas the Community should therefore approve the
Protocol,

HAS ADOPTED THIS DECISION:

Article 1

The Protocol of Accession of the Principality of Monaco
to the Convention on the Protection of the Alps is hereby
approved on behalf of the European Community.

The text of the Protocol is attached to this Decision.

Article 2

The President of the Council is hereby authorised to
designate the person(s) empowered to deposit, on behalf
of the Community, the instrument of approval with the
Republic of Austria in accordance with Article 11(2) of
the Convention.

Done at Brussels, 16 December 1997.

For the Council

The President

J. LAHURE
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