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Disclaimer

Conformément au réglement (CEE, Euratom) n°® 354/83 du Conseil du 1er février 1983
concernant I'ouverture au public des archives historiques de la Communauté économique
européenne et de la Communauté européenne de I'énergie atomique (JO L 43 du 15.2.1983,
p. 1), tel que modifié par le réglement (CE, Euratom) n° 1700/2003 du 22 septembre 2003
(JO L 243 du 27.9.2003, p. 1), ce dossier est ouvert au public. Le cas échéant, les documents
classifies présents dans ce dossier ont été déclassifies conformément a I'article 5 dudit
reglement.

In accordance with Council Regulation (EEC, Euratom) No 354/83 of 1 February 1983
concerning the opening to the public of the historical archives of the European Economic
Community and the European Atomic Energy Community (OJ L 43, 15.2.1983, p. 1), as
amended by Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1700/2003 of 22 September 2003 (OJ L 243,
27.9.2003, p. 1), this file is open to the public. Where necessary, classified documents in this
file have been declassified in conformity with Article 5 of the aforementioned regulation.

In Ubereinstimmung mit der Verordnung (EWG, Euratom) Nr. 354/83 des Rates vom 1.
Februar 1983 uber die Freigabe der historischen Archive der Europdaischen
Wirtschaftsgemeinschaft und der Europaischen Atomgemeinschaft (ABI. L 43 vom 15.2.1983,
S. 1), geandert durch die Verordnung (EG, Euratom) Nr. 1700/2003 vom 22. September 2003
(ABI. L 243 vom 27.9.2003, S. 1), ist diese Datei der Offentlichkeit zugénglich. Soweit
erforderlich, wurden die Verschlusssachen in dieser Datei in Ubereinstimmung mit Artikel 5
der genannten Verordnung freigegeben.
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1, The container is an article of transport equipment whose

safety has not - 80 far - posed eny major problems intefnationally.

However,; fear of unilateral action by certain States in
laying down rules on the safety of {this means of transport and the
pessible repercussions of'thia action on the movement of containers and
the goods contained in them - and hence on international trade -
pfompted the United Nations Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative
Organization to work out an.Intermational Convention for Safe Containers
(cS) which was ooncluded in Geneva on 2 December 1972,

The Convention was open for accession from 15 January 1973
and after the requisite number of accessiona had been obtained it entered
into force on 6 September 1977, ‘

Three Member States of the Community (France, the Federal
Republic of Germany and the United Kingdom) have ratified the Convention;
other Member States have been favourable to it and expressed their
intention of ratifying it shortly. |

2, The International Convention for Safe Containers (CSC)
lays down common international safetiy regulations concerning the manu-

faoture, testing, inspection, epproval and maintenance of containers,
The Convention applies to new containers and containers
already in circulation used for international transport, excluding

oontainers specially designed for air transport. -

. In partiocular, under the Convention, every container must

be Bubjected to an effective testing, inspection and approval procedure; IR

the criteria for this are‘specified in Annexes 1 and 2 to the Convention
itself, | |



Evidence of a container?s conforwity to ths Convention is
proﬁided by the competent authorities affixing to it & C3C Safety Approval
Plate. The plate constitues presunptive evidence that & container is safe
uvder the terms of the Conventioni it is therefore of vital importance to
the free movement of the containsr. The Convention stipulate that every
.container shall be approvéd in accordance with the provisions set out in
Annex 1 within five years of the daite of entry into force of the Convention,
i.e, September 1982 at the latest.

In addition, wnder the Convention, “owners" as defined in.
+the CSC are responsible for maintaining containers in safe condition and
sub jecting them to the examinations prescribed or approved by the competent
administrative ahtority; +these examinations must take place at intervals

of not more than two ysars,

Ths Commission considars that improving the safety of
transport in genersl mpst be regarded as an important paft of the Common
Transport Policy of which containsr transport, covered by the C3C, is a
specific case. Harmomized application of the CSC within the Community is
necessary since the Commission thinks it would be harmful to the harmoni-
zation of conditions of competition, safety, tiue free movement of containers
and of goods and, in gemeral, the preper functioning of the {transport market,
if specialisi coperators in this sector wers subject to different systiems,

&8 would be the ocase if certain Member States did not ratify the Convention
cr did not give it a wniform inderpretsiion when epplying its provisions

in their natioral legislation.

In eddition, any action by the Comwunilty and its Member
States in this area will also have to be compatible with the initiatives

taken in IMCO, to ensure that such acticn is effective worldwide,



,_ it is v'therefore necegeary for the s.ppiioa,tion of the Con-
vention {0 be harmenized in all Member Ststes. Ratifisation by all Nember
States would be fhe Tirst shep in 'thia direction., Consequently, the draft
Council Recommendation provu:ies for s dead.lxua for mt:.fwa,‘cion or ascession’
'by Member States. L -

However, ratifica:bzon of this Convention by the Member
States by the deadline set w111 not be enough in itself to guarantee
harmonized application at Community and international levels of the pro-
;risions concerning the examination, approvel and inspection of_‘ containers
" or joint action by the Member States within the INMCO with regard to future
" amendments. a ‘ o ' | '

'I‘he Commission will therefore be submitting proposals
CQunoﬂ with a view to the hermonization of national laws adopted or propo-
sed in implementation of the CSC, as well as proposals with a view to the
adoption of a joint position by the Member States within IMCO w:Lth regard 1o
any amendments to the Conventlon; at some time in the Tuture an initative
might even be env:xsaged regs.rchng $he aocess:.on of the Community to this

Convent ion.



The Council of the European Communities,
Having regard to the Treaiy establishing the European Economic Community,

Having regard to the 'dfa‘f t from the Commission,

Whereas an International Comvention for Safe Containers (CSC) prepared in
the framework of the United Nations Inter-Govermmental Maritime Consultative
Organization (IMCO) entered into force on 6 September 1977 and is open for
ratification or accession by States, including the Member States;

Whereas the Convention contains rules desigried to maintain a high level of
safety of human life in the handling, stacking and transporting of

containers and safety rules governing construction and testing;

Whereas application of these rules by the Member States of the Community

and by third countries in their dealings with the Community would have an
impact on transport conditions aund in particular on the interesis of the

railways and of carriers by road, inland waterway and sea, whether in

combined or single~mode transport operations;

Whereas three Member States have already ratified the Gonvention, and
whereas ratification of the Convention by only some Member States is
likely to have a harmful effect on the conditions of competition and in
particular on thq_se of the operators in this sector and on the fres move-

ment of goods and .of containers within the common marketj;
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Whereas ratification or sccession by all Member Statem is also.necessary for
the harmonized ratifiocation of the Convention ﬁhfoughout the Community and

for the adoption of a Jjoint position on any anmenduenta to the Convention;

Whereas action by the Community in this areas must be compatible with
initiatives undertaken by the IMCO, in order to ensure the effectiveness

thereof;

Whereas it is envisaged within {he IMCO to apply the controls envisaged
by the CSC from September 1982, and whereas national provisions must be
laid down swiftly in order to enable operators to have all their existing
containers examined before that date; whereas, in view of the large number
of containers in existence, operators and the authorities concerned must
be given sufficient time to ensure that the werk involved in testing and
approval and in the affixing of the CSC Plate is spread uniformly, '

HEREBY RECOMMENDS THAT$

if they have not yet done so, Member States ratify the International
Convention for Safe Containers, or accede thereto before 1 January 1980 ;

Member States inform the Secrefaryaceneral of the Inter-Governmental Mari-
time Consultative Organization in writing that their ratification or

accession is in pursuance of this Recommendation.

For the Council, -

Done om .- .~ . el



